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NCCCR in Delaware

Members of NCCCR

Members of the Nemours Center

for Childhood Cancer Research

have the opportunity to collaborate

with investigators at the Center,

use the research facilities at the

Center at a discounted membership

rate, and have the opportunity

to obtain seed funds directed

toward childhood cancer research.

Members also receive notification

of translational meetings, seminars,

symposia, and the opportunity to

support children’s health.

We have members from

University of Delaware, Delaware

Biotechnology Institute, Christiana

Care Health System, Florida State University, University of West Florida

and childhood cancer foundations. For more information about becoming

a member, or to view a full list of members, visit our web site:

http: //www.nemours.org /link/ncccr

Nemours Children’s Clinic // Orlando, Florida

Nemours Children’s Clinic // Pensacola, Florida
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“NCCCR has a well-developed plan

to make significant advancements

in childhood cancer research

in the near future. This is clearly

not the largest facility, but the

intellectual firepower, combined

with sincere passion, gives me

great hope and encouragement.

I am fully supportive of the goals

of NCCCR and delighted to be a

member of this team.”

Joe McDonough, President
The Andrew McDonough B+ Foundation
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Graduate Training
The Department of Biomedical Research
at Nemours has a Human Health
Initiative agreement with the Department
of Biological Sciences at the University
of Delaware that enables faculty in the
NCCCR to be primary research thesis
advisors for MS and PhD students.
Students are supported by teaching
assistantships from the university and
research assistantships from Nemours
research programs. Faculty at both
institutions collaborate to mentor and
train students.

CHAIR

Christopher Frantz, MD
Chief of Hematology /Oncology
Nemours / Alfred I. duPont Hospital for Children

MEMBERS

Eric Sandler, MD
Chief of Hematology/Oncology
Nemours Children’s Clinic, Jacksonville

Chatchawin Assanassen, MD
Hematology/Oncology
Nemours Children’s Clinic, Pensacola

Paul Pitel, MD
Chair of the Department of Pediatrics
Nemours Children’s Clinic, Jacksonville

Jonathan Powell, MD
Hematology/Oncology
Nemours / Alfred I. duPont Hospital for Children

Andrew Walter, MD
Hematology/Oncology
Nemours / Alfred I. duPont Hospital for Children

Robin Miller, MD
Hematology/Oncology
Nemours / Alfred I. duPont Hospital for Children

Manisha Bansal, MD
Hematology /Oncology
Nemours Children’s Clinic, Jacksonville

Jon Strasser, MD
Attending Radiation Oncologist
Helen F. Graham Cancer Center
Medical Director of Radiation Oncology
Nemours / Alfred I. duPont Hospital for Children

NCCCR Clinical Advisory Committee
The members of this committee closely interact with researchers and are

actively involved in our monthly translational meetings that help focus

NCCCR research investigators on translational research.

CHILDHOOD CANCER EPIDEMIOLOGY:

We aim to focus on childhood cancer

incidence in both Florida and

Delaware to identify regions that

have increased frequency of specific

childhood cancers. Such studies

should provide insights into the

etiology of childhood cancer and

assist in the identification of new

biomarkers.

COLLABORATIVE STUDY WITH SUPPORTING

KIDDS: NCCCR has teamed with

Supporting Kidds to better

conceptualize cancer as a “family

illness” that requires every family

member to adapt to and manage a

variety of changes in their everyday

lives. A collaborative approach is

being developed to study the

psychological stress in children who

have siblings with cancer, as well as

to develop future interventions

designed to help all children to cope

effectively when their families are

touched by cancer.

SYMPOSIUM 2011: Our next national

symposium is planned for 2011 in

Orlando, Florida. A committee has

been formed and planning is in

progress.

Future Goals (continued from page 7)

Robert W. Mason, PhD, Director of
Nemours Graduate Program, discusses

neuroblastoma research with UD
graduate student Mehrnoosh Soori.

“Cancer is a devastating disease. When I imagine children with cancer it is
even more devastating. Being a member of NCCCR gives me the opportunity
to utilize my extensive training in materials science and engineering to
develop innovative approaches for the treatment of children with cancer.”

Xinqiao Jia, PhD, Assistant Professor, Department of Materials
Science and Engineering, University of Delaware
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Ayyappan Rajasekaran, PhD

Director, Nemours Center
for Childhood Cancer Research

Christopher Frantz, MD

Division Chief, Hematology /Oncology
Nemours Children’s Clinic, Wilmington

Paul Gordon, MD

Division Chief, Hematology /Oncology
Nemours Children’s Clinic, Orlando

NCCCR Executive Committee
The members of the NCCCR Executive Committee meet once every two months to

construct the integration of clinical and research activities of the Nemours Children’s

Clinic, recruit faculty, enhance building infrastructure, approve membership and

develop strategies to collaborate with cancer research institutions.

Eric Sandler, MD

Division Chief, Hematology /Oncology
Nemours Children’s Clinic, Jacksonville

Chatchawin Assanasen, MD

Hematology /Oncology
Nemours Children’s Clinic, Pensacola

Richard Davidson, PhD

Administrative Director,

Kimmel Cancer Center,

Thomas Jefferson University

Associate Director for

Shared Resources

Research Professor, Cancer

Biology, Kimmel Cancer

Center, Thomas Jefferson

University, Philadelphia,

Pennsylvania

Alexa Canady, MD

Professor of Pediatric

Neurosurgery,

Florida State University

School of Medicine

Sacred Heart Hospital,

Pensacola, Florida

NCCCR Scientific External Advisory Board
The NCCCR Scientific External Advisory Board provides guidance toward becoming a leading childhood cancer research

center and NCI designee.

Nicholas J. Petrelli, MD

Bank of America Endowed

Medical Director, Helen F.

Graham Cancer

Center at Christiana Care,

Newark, Delaware,

Professor of Surgery,

Thomas Jefferson University,

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Timothy Ratliff, PhD

Director, Purdue Center of

Cancer Research, Purdue

University, West Lafayette,

Indiana and Professor of

Comparative Pathobiology,

Department of Comparative

Pathobiology, School of

Veterinary Medicine, Purdue

University, West Lafayette,

Indiana

Robert Arceci, MD, PhD

King Fahd Professor of

Pediatric Oncology,

Professor of Pediatrics,

Oncology, and Cellular and

Molecular Medicine

Kimmel Comprehensive

Cancer Center at Johns

Hopkins, Baltimore, Maryland
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“ I enjoyed learning about the plans you and other members

of the Nemours Center for Childhood Cancer Research have for creating

a research hub, and was pleased to learn that this would be done in

conjunction with the University of Delaware and the Helen F. Graham

Cancer Center. Thanks for all that you and

your staff do to help our children each and every day.”

– Senator Thomas R. Carper (D-Delaware)


